






9.  Shine a new light.

When assessing the state of your guestrooms, take a look at 
your lampshades.  Sad, wobbly or stained lampshades can bring 
down the look of a room.  New lampshades are an inexpensive 
fix and can sharpen up a room quickly and easily.

If you’re converting to compact fluorescent bulbs, new 
lampshades are even more important as the white light from 
the CFLs can be draining to a room’s color scheme.  The right 
lampshade will cast a nice warm glow over the room.  Choose 
warm-colored parchment or silk shades for an elegant touch.

10. Pick up a paintbrush.

No top-ten list of design tips would be complete without 
mention of the ease of using paint to make an immediate 
impact.  Painting is very inexpensive and can highlight areas or 
downplay defects when skillfully executed.

Don’t be afraid of using color.  Using accent colors will add 
depth and dimension to your spaces.  Contrasting colors will 
animate a space, and tone-on-tone color schemes will add a 
touch of sophistication.  And unlike other renovation projects, if 
you’re not pleased with the results, it’s easy to paint over and 
start anew.
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